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Story ideas for print and broadcast media

April 4, 1991
Contact: Jim Feuer
FRED'S FAVORITE -- If he could return for an encore with the film partner
of his choice, Fred Astaire would save the last dance for Rita Hayworth,
according to a study by a University of Dayton communication professor.
Since Astaire was too much of a gentleman to say directly who his favorite
movie dancing partner was, Laurence Lain analyzed Astaire's autobiography
for hints, such as the number of times his partners were referred to by
their full or last names, first names only, number of words devoted to them
and by "the favorable or other adjectives used to describe them." After a
toe-tapping series of mathematical calculations, Lain discovered that only
Rita Hayworth captured both Astaire's attention and professional respect.
Contact Laurence Lain at (513) 229-2742.
A FRANK ADMISSION -- While applications to law schools throughout the
country are up a modest 10 percent, applications to the University of
Dayton School of Law are up 49 percent compared to the same time last year.
Chuck Roboski, director of admission and financial aid, says one reason for
the increase is that UD has actively involved alumni and students in
recruitment. The pool of students this year also is more diverse
geographically, and many are changing careers. One, who has accepted
admission, is 63 and has worked for the State Department in nearly a dozen
embassies. Another is a retired physician.
Contact Chuck Roboski at (513) 229-3555.
IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMERTIME -- With many utility companies seeking rate
increases, people can take action to reduce their cooling bills this
summer, according to a University of Dayton mechanical engineering
professor who directs the Ohio Energy Analysis and Diagnostic Center.
Henry Chuang says the most important factor is reducing inside heat
generation by using fluorescent rather than incandescent lights, delaying
use of the clothes dryer and dishwasher until late evening or early morning
and using draperies or other means to prevent direct sunlight from entering
the home. Chuang also recommends buying a programmable thermostat.
Contact Henry Chuang at (513) 229-2997.
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